
Thoughts from Tournament Director,  
Max Doctoroff, PGA  

Updating Local Rules for 2019: 
 
Hello NEPGA Professionals, I hope you’re enjoying some much-needed down time and staying fairly 

warm so far this winter!  Surely you’re all aware of the sweeping changes being made to the Rules 

of Golf, effective on 1/1/2019.  While much has been made of the implications of these changes for 

golfers, I’d like to remind our NEPGA club professionals about one of the implications for you as golf 

administrators: it’s time to update your course’s Local Rules to reflect the new changes! 

 

Of course, you’ll need to adjust the language of your Local Rules to include new terminology, and 

make sure to change any references to the Rules book to the new Rule numbers, as they have all 

changed.  Additionally, many of the Local Rules that have been in effect at your courses are now full

-time Rules of Golf, so in many cases, you’ll be able to eliminate some Local Rules and simplify the back of your club’s 

scorecard.  The last thing you’ll want to do is peruse the new options for Local Rules and see if there’s anything new you’d 

like to use at your course.  Please see the following for a quick guide to this process, and feel free to reach out to me at 

mdoctoroff@pgahq.com for any clarification, or if you’d like a second opinion on your club’s Local Rules before you send 

your scorecards off to the printers – I’m here to help. 

 

Terminology/Definition Changes: 

• The term “through the green” will no longer 

be in use, and must be changed to the 

“general area” on all Rules sheets 

• “Water hazards” and “lateral water hazards” 

must now be called “yellow penalty areas” 

and “red penalty areas,” respectively.  A note 

about these penalty areas as you set up your 

courses in the spring: you now have the dis-

cretion to mark any penalty area as red, re-

gardless of where the relief options may be.  

If you think changing a yellow penalty area to 

red might speed up pace of play, go for it!  

You also now have the right to mark any area 

of the course as a penalty area, whether or 

not it contains water.  Here’s another chance 

to speed up play, if you have any areas 

where balls commonly get lost. 

 

• “No play zones” are a new term going into 

effect as well.  You have the right to define 

any area of the course (flowerbeds are com-

mon examples) as no play zones, if you’d like 

to prohibit play from those areas.  Just re-

member that every no play zone must be 

designated as either an abnormal course con-

dition (no penalty), or a penalty area (one stroke penalty), so it’s clear to players how they should score the hole if 

they take relief from one. 

• “Integral parts of the course” are now referred to as “integral objects,” so be sure to update that terminology if you 

have any integral objects listed on your Local Rules. 

• If you refer to any Rule numbers in your Local Rules, don’t forget to update them to the new numbers! 
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House Cleaning: Several of the Local Rules that have become standard on our Rules Sheets over the years have 

now become full-time Rules of Golf.  Here are a few things you can eliminate from your club’s Local Rules, since they’ll 

always be in effect going forward: 

 

• Distance measuring devices: these are now allowed under the Rules of Golf, as long as they don’t measure anything 

besides distance.  You now have the option of writing a Rule that prohibits them. 

• Stones in bunkers: players may remove loose impediments from bunkers under the new Rules, so you can delete any 

Rules that deem stones in bunkers to be movable obstructions. 

• Accidental movement of ball on putting green: this will no longer be a penalty under the Rules, so you can eliminate 

any Local Rules waiving the penalty. 

• Embedded ball: players will now get relief for embedded balls in the general area.  Therefore, you can remove any 

Local Rules allowing relief for embedded balls through the green. 
 

New Options for Local Rules: You’ll find that there are now many more Local Rules available than in previous 

iterations of the Rules, and this list is too comprehensive to address in this article.  However, I’ll touch on one new Local 

Rule option that’s been getting a lot of press lately, and point you in the direction of a couple good resources for choosing 

and writing your new Rules. 

• Alternative to the stroke and distance penalty 

for a ball that is lost or out of bounds: please 

remember that this Rule is NOT intended for 

competitive golf, so it’s wise to use your dis-

cretion about when to employ it.  However, it 

might be a nice user-friendly option for some 

junior events, or perhaps an afternoon league 

for novice golfers.  A summary of this Local 

Rule is that the player has the option to drop 

a ball near where their ball has been lost or 

gone out of bounds, instead of going back to 

the spot where the previous shot was played.  

This can help with pace of play, and will be 

less discouraging for beginner golfers, who 

are mostly just playing for fun, not intense 

competition.  The full text of the optional Lo-

cal Rule, including a video demonstration, can 

be viewed here: http://www.usga.org/

content/usga/home-page/rules-hub/rules-

modernization/major-changes/golfs-new-rules

-stroke-and-distance.html  

• Here’s a great resource from the R&A to help 

with writing your new Local Rules – you can 

select the Local Rules you’d like to use, add 

the applicable descriptions for your course, 

and it will generate a complete document for 

you to use: https://www.randa.org/en/

rog/2019/pages/local-rules-creator  

• The full list of available Local Rules can be 

found here: http://www.usga.org/content/

usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/committee-

procedures/rule-8.html 
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