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As the months roll on and the new Rules of Golf get tested more
and more, the USGA and R&A continue to address some unforeseen
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issues with the new Rules, issuing some changes on the fly. Their
most recent amendment to the Rules concerns the replacement
of broken clubs. This is particularly relevant to NEPGA tournament

players because we’ve added a new Local Rule to our Hard Card in
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response to this change. It's important to keep in mind that as the
USGA and R&A make changes to the overall Rules of Golf, we at the

NEPGA will need to be diligent in keeping our tournament Rules and
Conditions up to date with these changes. As such, the Hard Card could change over the
course of the season, so it would be wise to peruse the Hard Card before playing in any
competition. The updated Hard Card can be found HERE.

If you happen to flip through Rule 4 (The
Player’s Equipment) in the rule book, you’'ll
encounter Rule 4.1b(3): “"No Replacing Lost
or Damaged Clubs.” The Rule states that
when a player has 14 clubs selected for their
round, they are not allowed to replace a club
that is broken (by the player), even if the
damage was caused in the normal course of
play. Their only option would be to continue
playing with the damaged club, or attempt
to repair the club (while still using the orig-
inal grip, shaft, and clubhead). This is a
significant change in the new Rules.

Prior to this winter, players were allowed to
replace a club that had become unfit for play
through the normal course of play. When
re-writing the Rules, the USGA and R&A
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decided to completely disallow any replace-
ment when a player damages their club
under any circumstances. The limited excep-
tion to this Rule is that a player is allowed to
replace a club that is broken by an outside
influence or natural forces, or by any person
other than the player or his or her caddie.

This change caused a bit of an uproar when
it was first published, so the USGA offered
the following reasoning in its defense: “Al-
though there will be times when a damaged
club is unusable and cannot be readily re-
paired on the course (such as when a driver
head comes off), the practical ability to get
a replacement club is seldom present other
than at some elite levels of golf.” In other
words, they want the Rules to apply in the


https://nepga.com/tournaments/rules-and-regulations/

same way for PGA Tour players as they
do for the recreational players at the
local Muni. They go on to state that
“this change is consistent with the
overall philosophy that a player nor-
mally should play the entire round with
only the clubs that he or she started
with or added during the round to get
to the 14-club limit.” An effort to sim-
plify the Rule, it seems.

While this reasoning seems perfectly

reasonable, the governing bodies got a
great deal of feedback from Tour players
and weekend warriors alike that the pro-
hibition was excessively strict. In reac-
tion to this, they have conceded that it
would be fair to allow players to replace
clubs that were damaged in the normal
course of play, so they subsequently
authorized a new Local Rule. This Local
Rule has been added to the NEPGA Hard
Card, so it will be in effect at all NEPGA
competitions. The Rule reads:
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Play is governed by the Rules of Golf
following Local Rules an:
Committee Procedures sectionint
mittee refers to the New England PG,
for breach of a Local Rule is the general penalty.

Out of Bounds

Dropping Zones: When the use of a dropping zone is permi

Penalty Areas: Red penaity areas with an opposite s

Ground Under Repair:

New England Section
2019 HARD CARD

effective January 2019, and where applicable, by the
d Terms of the Competition. Committee Procedures refers to the
he current Official Guide to the Rules of Golf. The Com-
A Rules Committee. Unless otherwise noted, the penalty

and Course Boundaries: Out of bounds is defined by the line between the
d level of white stakes and fence posts, off club

course-side points at groun
described in the applicable event’s “Notice to

property, and in any other manner as
Players.”

Note: A ball coming to rest on or beyond a p
comes to rest on another part of the course

ublic road is out of bounds, even if it
that is in bounds for other holes.

itted on the applicable “Notice to

Players” for a particular competition round, the provisions in Model Local Rule E-1
apply. The ball must be dropped in and come to rest in the dropping zone.

ide relief option will be indicated on the
applicable “Notice to Competitors.” Model Local Rule B-2.1.

Note: When the edge of a red penalty area coincides with the boundary of the
course, Model Local Rule B-2.2 is in effect and modifies the first paragraph of
Model Local Rule B-2.1.

Abnormal Course Conditions and Integral Objects

Any area endrded by a white line, including gallery crosswalks (except dropping

zones or out of bounds).
Newly trenched areas, including grass-covered cables.

French drains, which are trenches filled with rocks or stones.
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A hole made by amovable obstructio
Committee. But interference does not exist

treated as ground under repair by the
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does not exist if the seam only interferes with
hin the area of cut turf are treated as the

If a player’s ball li
player's area of intended swingint
under Rule 16.1b. But interference
the player’s stance. Note: All seams witl
same seam in taking relief. This means that if a player has interference from any

st proceed as required under Rule 14.3¢c

seam after dropping the ball, the player mu:
in one club-length of the reference point.

(2) even when the ball is withi

So if you accidentally break your club
during an NEPGA tournament round,
you're welcome to replace it with any
f:lub you like. Just don't forget that this
is an optional Local Rule, and just be-
cause it is in effect at our Section Tour-
naments, that doesn’t mean it’s in effect
elsewhere. So be sure to double check
_the Local Rules of any competition you're
in before replacing your broken club!

<<<<< Be sure to peruse the
Hard Card before playing in
any NEPGA competitions!
Click the image to view the
card online!
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http://nepga.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2019/04/2019-Hard-Card-Printable-1.pdf

