OMETIMES,

It's been great to see so many of you over the last
month or so, with the Section Championship, Senior
Championship, and several other significant events
being contested in such a short period of time. As it
turns out, when the busy season hits and we all spend
more time on the golf course, we find that certain
occurrences on the golf course are more common
than we thought! In this vein, I'd like to discuss a Rule
of Golf that | thought was somewhat obscure, but it
turned out that | had three separate rulings about it in
the past few weeks. In each case, this Rule caused
some confusion for the players and in all cases, the
players didn’t get the answer they were hoping for. As
the title says, sometimes, the rules can sting.

It must be the time of year that has caused this situ-
ation to come up so often, but at several courses in
recent weeks, players have encountered colonies of
bees nesting in bunkers. As we all know, bees can
be dangerous when they’re inclined to sting people,
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especially to someone who'’s allergic to them. Not to
worry, because the Rules afford us relief from dan-

gerous animal conditions, right? Well sure, but not
always the degree of relief that we might want.

When considering this Rule, we first need to deter-
mine if we get relief at all. Rule 16.2a gives a list of
examples of dangerous animal conditions that would
allow relief, which includes poisonous snakes, sting-
ing bees, alligators, fire ants, and bears. So by the
letter of the Rule, a player whose ball is dangerously
near a bees nest would clearly get relief from the situ-
ation. How much relief you get, however, depends on
where your ball lies.

If your ball is in the general area, you're in luck. In
this case, you may take a drop within one club length
of the nearest point of complete relief from the situ-
ation, no closer to the hole. In almost every case in
the general area, you could find a place to drop that’s
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